
Flower of the Month 

Magnolia champaca is a very well-known flowering tree native to India, and popular 

for its fragrant flowers. It belongs to the family Magnoliaceae. It is commonly known as 

Champa, Golden Champa, Son champa, Champaka, Sampige, Son-chafa, Joy perfume tree, 

Yellow jade orchid tree and Fragrant Himalayan champaca etc. Synonyms include Michelia 

champaca, Michelia rheedei or Champaca michelia. It is a flowering tree which grows up to 

50 m or taller. Its trunk can be up to 6.2 ft in diameter. Magnolia champaca  has a narrow 

umbelliform crown. Flowers are strongly fragrant, with 15-20 tepals which are yellow and 

inverted-lance shaped. Buds, young twigs, young petioles, and young leaf blades of Magnolia 

champaca are pale yellow velvet-hairy. Leaves are elliptic or ovate, slightly puberulous below, 

base broadly wedge-shaped or rounded, with long-pointed tip. Highly fragrant flowers in 

varying shades of cream to yellow-orange bloom during June to September. Fruit is obovoid-

ellipsoid carpels and produce 2-4 seeds per carpel during September to October. 

Propagation 

Magnolia champaca can be propagated through seeds as well as by grafting and air 

layering. The seeds should be sown within two weeks of collection as it loses its viability very 

rapidly. The most successful method of propagating M. champaca is planting of one-year old 

seedlings at the break of the monsoon.  

Spacing  

The spacing adopted for planting varies between 1.8 x 1.8m and 2.4 x 2.4 m.  

Soil and Climate 

Magnolia champaca prefers humus-rich, fertile soil for its optimum growth. It is well 

suited for sandy loam soil and also occurs on moist deep, well drained, good quality soil. They 

grow well in hot and humid climate. It performs best in full sun and requires regular watering. 

Uses 

Magnolia champaca is cultivated as an ornamental plant, for its form as an ornamental 

tree, as a dense screening hedge, and for its fragrant flowers. Its  fragrant flowers attract 

butterflies and hummingbirds. Its aril-covered seeds are highly attractive to birds. In India, 

flowers are primarily used for worship at temples, and are generally worn in hair by girls and 

women as a means of beauty ornament as well as a natural perfume. Flowers of Magnolia 

champaca are used as floats in bowls of water to scent the room, as a fragrant decoration for 

bridal beds, and for garlands. The flowers are used to make fragrant hair oils and massage 

oils.  This tree makes a magnificent tropical garden specimen.  
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